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Bridgeton was first settled in 1686 when
Richard Hancock built a sawmill and workmen's
houses near where Pine Street meets the Broad
Street bypass. In 1716 a bridge was built across
the Cohansey River and the settlement became
known as Cohansey Bridge. Cohansey Bridge became
the county seat in 1749 although there were only
about 15 buildings here. Apparently none of
these structures remain today.

By the time of the Revolution Bridgetown, as
it was then called, had about two hundred inhabi-
tants. The majority of them lived on Broad Street
or Vine Street west of the river or on Commerce
Street or South Laurel Street east of the river.
"Potter's Tavern" and Ebenezer Miller's house
remain from pre-Revolutionary times . There are
also several houses on the north side of Vine
Street between Giles Street and Lawrence Street
that were possibly built before the Revolution.

Bridgeton's population had increased from
400 in 1800 to 2387 in 1838. There were now 475
buildings in the town. These included four
churches, four hotels, twelve schools, a brick
courthouse, a "fireproof jail," a library, six

blacksmith shops, seven shoemaker shops, seven
tailor shops, a pottery, three saddle and
harness-maker shops, a trunk manufactory, two
clock and watch-maker shops, two bakeries, three
hatters, a tin, sheet-iron, and stove-maker shop,
a pump-maker shop, a tannery, four lumberyards,
and four carriage-makers . There was also a nail
and iron factory, a woolen mill, two grist mills,
and a sawmill. As this would indicate, Bridgeton
was quite self-sufficient at this time. Compared
with the present, few things needed to be imported.
However, thirty cargo-carrying coastal schooners
and sloops were based in Bridgeton. The pros-
perous business and professional men built elegant
and somewhat pretentious homes. The latest
American architectural styles were used: Federal,
Greek Revival

,
etc

.

Bridgeton became more of an industrial center
in the latter half of the 1800's and the fine
Victorian homes of this era reveal this prosperity.
Atlantic Street and Commerce Street have the
greatest concentration of the remaining Victorian
houses

.

Although today Bridgeton is plagued with
some deteriorating neighborhoods --with imagination
her past, both simple and elegant, can be recap-
tured by viewing the architecture of these earlier
times. Restoration and preservation can serve to
enhance the present character of the City but also
revive the charm of her past.

Most of the buildings shown are private homes.
Please do not invade the owner's privacy by
walking on his grounds or seeking admission to his
home. This pamphlet is only a sample of Bridge-
ton's architectural heritage. There are many more
buildings not pictured but equally important,
especially within the Historic District shown on
the other side.

25 Lake Street
Known as "Seven Gables,"

this Gothic Revival house
built in 1872 has been a resi-
dence, a private school, and a
maternity hospital.

Mayor Aitken Drive
The office of the Cumber-

land Nail and Iron Company,
built in 1815, is all that
remains of this early
Bridgeton industry which em-
ployed up to 400 people.
The Bridgeton Antiquarian
League now manages a museum
here

.

2 Franklin Drive
An Italianate house

built by the owner of the
Cumberland Nail and Iron
Company about 1850. The
main stairway is of iron.

5 137 W. Commerce Street
An eclectic Victorian

house built in the 1870's.
The roof appears second
empire, the windows are
Italianate, the doorway is
Colonial Revival, and the
porch is Greek Revival

.

3
Mayor Aitken Drive

Dame Howell taught pre-
school children in this
building during the first
half of the 19th century.
It was moved to this location
from Pine Street.

7

134 W. Commerce St.
This house, built

in 1869, was one of
several built and
sold by Margaret
Read on farmland
given to her by
her father.
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6 Atlantic Street
Built in 1810 by Dr.

Francis Gilbert Brewster
who also established the
first drug store in
Bridgeton directly
across the street.

49-51 W. Broad Street
"Potter's Tavern,"

built about 1767, was a
tavern until about 1788.
The first copy of the
"Plain Dealer," a manu-
script broadside, was
posted here on Christmas
Day, 1775.

I?

W. broad & Atlantic Sts.
After George Burgin

built this storehouse in
1799 he campaigned
vigorously but unsuc-
cessfully to have a
bridge across the Cohan-
sey built at the foot of
Broad Street hill.

14
24 Franklin Street

Built in 1818 by Deborah
Bowen Carmen, this house is
typical of many dwellings
in Bridgeton at that time.

20

40 Fayette
Built by

Joseph Gold-
en, a tanner,
in 1810. Re-
cently al-
tered but
fanlight
transom and
pilasters of
the Federal
doorway
still remain.

148 Vine Street
The east end of this

house was built in 1780
by Joseph Jones, an
officer under General
Washington in the Revo-
lution. After his dis-
charge Jones came to
Bridgeton and became
a joiner and house-
wright

.

W. Broad Street
The construction of

the First Presbyterian
Church (Old Broad St.
Church) was started in
1792 and finished in
1795. When the
builders ran out of
money before the church
was completed, $2,000
was raised by means of
a lottery.

23

23 New Street
This house was

built in the early
1800's. Its style
is southern New
Jersey vernacular.

II

55 W. Commerce Street
Built for Jonathan

J. Hann about 1829.

16

143 W. Broad Street
When General James

Giles built this
Georgian house in 1792,
Bridgeton had 300 in-
habitants .

21

43 Fayette Street
A Federal house

built by Timothy
Elmer in 1814.

31 W. Commerce Street
Built by David Shep-

pard as a residence in
1791, became a boarding
school for girls in
1860 and a nursing home
in 1918.

17

92 W. Broad Street
Part of this

building was built as
a home by Ebenezer
Miller in 1759.
During the 1780' s,
Andrew Hunter
operated a classical
school here.

24

311 Fayette Street
Originally a farm-

house, Bridgeton's
lamp lighter lived here
at one time

.

The preparation of this guide was financed in part through a

Comprehensive Planning Grant from the Department of Housing
and Urban Development. CPA-NJ-02-16-1015
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69 East Avenue
Jeremiah DuBois

,
mayor

of Bridgeton, built this
house in 1833 . It origi-
nally had a widow's walk.

26

29 East Avenue
The summer house

of Jeremiah Buck,
built in 1810.

297 E. Commerce Street
Designed by Archi-

tect Daniel M. Wood-
ruff for mill owner
Jeremiah Buck in 1808.



274 E. Commerce Street
Timothy Elmer built this

house for Samuel Seeley in 1798.

31

205 E. Commerce Street
When his house was built

in the 1850's Jesse Claypole
carved by hand the bases and
capitals of the porch columns

.

^ 131 E. Commerce Street
The John F. Ogden

House, built of brick
in 1813, was a good ex-
ample of early post-
Colonial architecture
before it was covered
with stucco.
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249-251
E. Commerce St.

"The Crooked
End House" was
constructed so
that its east
wall conformed
to the property
line rather
than the other-
wise rectangular
lines of the
building. It was
built in 1792 by
Joseph Fauver.

6 i

Bank Street
Occupied by Brearley

Lodge since it was con-
structed in 1797, it was
originally built to house
Harmony School in addi-
tion to the lodge.
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35
60 Bank Street

George S. Pierson, a
blacksmith, built this
house with two ironwork
porches in the 1840' s.

230 E. Commerce Street
Timothy Elmer built

this Federal house with
Greek Revival porch in
1815. It is rumored to
have housed the first
piano in Bridgeton.

32

150 E. Commerce Street
In 1816 the Cumberland

National Bank accepted
Jeremiah Buck's proposition
to construct its first build-
ing in sixty days or, if he
failed, to forfeit materials
and labor. He was successful.
The Bridgeton Public Library
has occupied the building
since 1886 when the bank
moved to its present loca-
tion.

62-64 Bank St.
An unusual

eclectic house
built in 1900
by Reuben Hunt

37

117 Bank Street
The iron porch might

have been added later to
this asymmetric house
probably built in the mid-
1800' s.

545 N. Burlington Avenue
Known as the Lummis

Homestead, it was built
by the early Indian Field
settler Edward Lummis
about 1786.
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30
230 E. Commerce Street

Timothy Elmer built
this Federal house with
Greek Revival porch in
1815. It is rumored to
have housed the first
piano in Bridgeton.

32

150 E. Commerce Street
In 1816 the Cumberland

National Bank accepted
Jeremiah Buck's proposition
to construct its first build-
ing in sixty days or, if he
failed, to forfeit materials
and labor. He was successful.
The Bridgeton Public Library
has occupied the building
since 1886 when the bank
moved to its present loca-
tion .

62-64 Bank St.
An unusual

eclectic house
built in 1900
by Reuben Hunt.

37

117 Bank Street
The iron porch might

have been added later to
this asymmetric house
probably built in the mid-
1800's.

38

545 N. Burlington Avenue
Known as the Lummis

Homestead, it was built
by the early Indian Field
settler Edward Lummis
about 1786.


